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Crusade
Why did people go for the crusades? What was the impact of the crusades on the West? When you consider the impact of the holy wars, explore how the ethos of the Crusade impact the political and religious movements of the High Middle Ages.
There are many reasons why people went to Crusade, but the main one was for the recovery of the Holy Land, Jerusalem (Asbridge, 2012). People had faith in religion, and since they were motivated by Pope, if they followed God's command, they would be granted a place in the promised land. Therefore, tens of thousands of European Christians turned up on a medieval military mission to recover Jerusalem. Crusade Is a war motivated by religion, and it can trace back to 1095 when Pope Urban II mobilized an army to match to Holy Land Jerusalem. Some people attend Crusades for an adventure like the wealthy, and the knights were curious to know more about God. Pilgrims and people who worked in churches attended the Crusades because of fear of the rise of Islamic rule. This fear resulted from the advancement that Turks were making in the East, and they threatened to take control of Constantinople, which was the capital of Byzantine. Taking control of Constantinople would weaken the military in Western Europe and open a way for Turk's invasion. To prevent that, many people showed up in the Crusades.
The impact of the Crusade stimulated both political and religious movements of the High Middle Ages (Blaydes, & Paik, 2016). Through the Crusades, religious motives were diluted as people interacted and considered worldly possession and characters. People also come to discover that no all Muslims were savage beasts as they thought before. They, therefore, embarked on a trade mission with them which resulted in coexistence and disillusionment with the initial myths. Crusade also benefited monarchies by weakening and impoverishing the feudal nobility. This happened by Kings taxing the people and raising money for expeditions to the Holy land.
Through Crusade, modern finance methods emerged, since people learned new products and methods leading to surplus production of goods. As a result, people moved from rural to urban centers in search of employment and religious purpose. Such a move enabled people in the rural area to better their living standards by capitalizing on the vested land left behind. They, therefore, formed a system of governance that stimulated the movement of the High Middle Ages.
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